
 

 

  

Board of Directors Members 
& Officers 

President 
   Bruce Bernhardt 989-0751 
Vice President 
   Chuck Stewart 425-7368 
Treasurer 
     Brenda Denny 623-3779 
 Secretary 
     Ed Wagner 425-7875 
Common Areas ï Don 
    Lobeda 539-8472 
 Neighborhood Watch 
    Vanessa Franck 483-0730 
 Records Management 
    Brand Niemann 503-8124 
Newsletter 

Kirk Randall 425-0210 
Community Yard Sale (Fall) 
   Pete Scala 764-0730 
Architectural Control 
Committee - Brian 
    Roethlisberger 426-9099 
 At Large ï Mike Mehrman 
    323-0801 & Dante 
    Gilmer 978-0621 
 Webmaster - Vincent Dasalla 
    530-301-1892 

Valued Volunteers 
Email (ñListservò) 
   Stefan Schwarz 
Social Committee ï Vacant 
Architectural Reviews (ACC) 
   Brian Roethlisberger  
   (Chair), Keith Ferguson 
   Donna Garfield, 
   Ed Kiechlin, Kirk Randall  
   Carole Rogers 
   Stefan Schwarz 
Newsletter Delivery ï John 
   Kitzmiller, Heather Webb 
   Leslie Morrissette 
   Dante Gilmer, Sondra 
   Arnold, Ed Kiechlin 
   Claire & Sean Coleman 
   Debbi Buchanan 

Get Email addresses at 

www.hickoryfarms.org  
All telephone area 

codes are 703- 

Please welcome our newest advertisers, Samson 
Properties and Burke Centre Pet Sitting. 

 
Hickory Farms resident and long-time newsletter 

advertiser Linda Min have teamed up with Samson 
Properties.  Please contact Ken or Linda for all your 

real estate needs. 
 

Burke Centre Pet Sitting offers professional pet care, 
including midday dog walks and overnight care for 
dogs, cats, and other pets from the comfort of your 

home.  Hickory Farms references available. 
 

Termites swarm this time of the year. See article. 
 

Fairfax County Police is monitoring our streets after 
receiving complaints about speeding and reckless 

driving. 
 

The warmer spring weather brings door-to-door 
solicitors to your home.  Be wary.  Ask to see their 

Fairfax County license.  See article. 
 

Do you use the community listserv/email service?  
Please read the revised Rules and Standards of 

Etiquette for Use of the Hickory Farms Email Service 
 

Does your siding, deck, or driveway need cleaning?  
Weôve arranged a group purchase of reasonably-priced 

pressure washing services. 

Join the Hickory Farms email/listserv Group 

¶ Get up-to-the-minute news on neighborhood happenings 

¶ Ask your neighbors to recommend a contractor/repairman 

¶ Locate a lost and found item 

¶ Get an advance copy of this newsletter in PDF format. 
Visit http://www.hickoryfarms.org/E-mail.htm  -- Click "Join Group" 

The Hickory Farms 

Newsletter 
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P.O. Box 2239, Fairfax VA 22031 
www.hickoryfarms.org 
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How Many Unrelated People May Live in a House in Hickory Farms? 

 
If more than four unrelated individuals live in a house, it is considered a boarding house.  It is 
illegal to operate a boarding/rooming house in Fairfax County, except under very limited 
circumstances which require a special permit.  To report a suspected illegal boarding house, 
you can call 703-324-1300 or visit http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/property/overcrowding.htm   

Click Submit Complaint -> Submit Complaint to Department of Code Compliance. The 
complaint is confidential.          (4) 

 
 
 

Have You Seen Me Recently? 
 
During April and May, you may see vast quantities of ½ inch termites 
swarming around your house, particularly near outside doors.  The termite 
protection that may have been done during construction over 30 years 
ago is long gone and the termites are now ready to invade your home 
again.  It would be unusual for homes our age to not have been invaded 
by terminates.  Consult Washington Consumers Checkbook magazine (itôs a 
nonprofit organization) ï available at the library ï to get the names of top 
rated pest control firms.  (The Editor has used Ward - 703-248-3631 ï 
and was very satisfied with their service).     (4) 

  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/property/overcrowding.htm
http://www.checkbook.org/subscribe/wdc2.cfm?
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Group Purchase of Pressure Washing Services 

 
Itôs springtime, time to get those grimy algae stains removed from your house siding.  Rob 
Banks of Northern Virginia Pressure Washing Service has offered special pricing to 
Hickory Farms residents through group purchases in 2011 and 2014 as well as servicing 
individual homeowners in the intervening years. 
 
I was shocked to hear that some homeowners are paying $400+ to have their homes 
pressure-washed.  Rob and his crew can pressure wash most HF homes for $175-225.  
And, while they are at it, they can clean you deck, driveway, or sidewalk. 
 
Here are a few homeowner tips:  I suggest having the crew keep the high pressure water 
stream away from double pane replacement windows and sliding glass doors.  The water 
pressure can become so strong that it can break the seal between the window panes and, 
after a few months, the windows may fog up. 
 
Also, some folks still have the original 35-40 year old aluminum siding, which has become 
oxidized and worn over the years.  I know from personal experience that one too many 
pressure washings can wear the paint down to bare metal.  You might replace your old 
siding with another material or paint the metal, as was done at 10008 Cotton Farm. 
 
Finally, take special care when pressure washing concrete.  Too much water pressure 
can tear up the surface of the concrete, leading to premature failure. 
 
When you contact Northern Virginia Pressure Washing Service, please tell them that you 
are with Hickory Farms.  Contact them at 703-536-8449 or robmelisab@verizon.net 

  

mailto:robmelisab@verizon.net
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Vandalism and Theft of Signs in Hickory Farms 
Hickory Farms Board of Directors 

 
You know that strip of grass in front of your house between the sidewalk and the street?  Itôs 
often referred to as the ñparkway.ò  Depending upon the neighborhood, the parkway and 
sidewalk may or may not be included in the square footage of land owned by the 
homeowner.  Most folks that I have spoken with confirm that their property corner iron survey 
pipes are located about one foot inwards from the sidewalk, which would indicate that the 
sidewalk and parkway are owned by the Virginia Department of Transportation, not the lot 
owner.  However, regardless of ownership questions, the sidewalk and parkway are legally 
under the jurisdiction of VDOT, and VDOTôs rules and regulations control what homeowners 
ï or anyone for that matter ï may do on that property.  Under governmental regulations, 
signs announcing meetings or events - such as the annual HFCA meeting in October or yard 
sales - are permitted on the parkway.  Real estate and yard sale signs are permitted Friday 
thru Monday only. 
 
Please note that VDOT considers parkway signs to be private property and removal of a sign 
by anyone other than the sign owner is considered theft.  Indeed, when the County makes a 
sweep and removes real estate signs, they are not discarded but moved to a location where 
the real estate agents may retrieve their property; thus, there is no theft involved.  However, 
while the County can move a sign, folks like us may not do so. 
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In recent years, someone has both vandalized and stolen HFCA Annual Meeting 
announcement signs.  If that should reoccur, the Board will file a complaint with the police 
against the thief or thieves and pursue the issue in court. 
 
Someone has also been stealing real estate signs and dumping them in HFCA community 
property and private yards. 
 
If you have an issue with a sign on a Hickory Farms parkway, please contact the owner of the 
sign or call the police at its non-emergency number 703-691-2131.  It is illegal for you to 
damage, move, or discard a sign that does not belong to you! 
 
If you see someone tampering with signs in our community, please call the police at its non-
emergency number 703-691-2131 and give a description of the person.  Donôt confront the 
vandal.  Theyôve already committed one crime; we donôt want another. 
 
 

Report a Pothole ï Save Your Tires 
 
Call 1-800-367-7623 or visit www.virginiadot.org/travel/citizen.asp (Fairfax County only,  
not the City of Fairfax)          (4) 

 

 

http://www.virginiadot.org/travel/citizen.asp


 - 6 - 

 

 
Does Your Drinking Water Have a Chlorine Smell? 

 
Each spring - during late March through June - Fairfax Water switches its treatment process 
from using combined chlorine to free chlorine.  You may notice, for a few days, a chlorine 
taste and odor in your drinking water while free chlorine is utilized.  If you are especially 
sensitive to the taste and odor of chlorine, try keeping an open container of drinking water in 
your refrigerator. This will enable the chlorine to dissipate, thus reducing the chlorine taste.  (4) 

 
 

Peddlers and Door-to-Door Solicitors ï Be Wary 
 
With the warm weather approaching, door-to-door solicitors and peddlers start to make their 
rounds through the neighborhood. 
 
First of all, remember that if you sign a contract for services at your home, Virginia law gives 
you a three day ñcooling off period during which you may cancel the contract.  Fairfax County 
requires that peddlers and solicitors receive a photo ID license before they solicit door-to-
door.  This includes firewood sellers, tree workers, home remodeling outfits, magazine 
subscriptions, etc.  They may solicit only between 9 AM and 8 PM, and may not solicit at a 
residence which posts a ñNo Peddlers or Solicitorsò sign.  Peddlers or solicitors must show 
their license upon request and must leave immediately if you ask them.  "My boss has it" or 
"It's in the car" are not valid excuses for not having a license.  Peddler and Solicitor Licenses  
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are issued by Fairfax County.  Persons distributing advertising flyers ï but are not 
approaching residents ï are not required to have a license. 
 
If you encounter an unlicensed peddler or solicitor, you may report them to the Police non-
emergency number at 703-691-2131. 
 
Solicitors, especially magazine sellers, frequently employ out-of-town school-age children to 
solicit door-to-door.  Donôt confuse them with your local high school student who is collecting 
a few dollars for a band fund raiser, for example. 
 
Be especially careful of persons driving vehicles with out-of-state license tags, including 
"summer transient travelers" from Florida and South Carolina, who may scam you on repair 
work or walk right into your house while youôre doing yard work, and take whatever they can 
get their hands on.  So, keep your doors locked while working in the back yard. 
 
If you feel threatened by or suspicious of any peddler, solicitor, or flyer distribution person, or 
it just doesnôt feel right, call 911 and try to get a vehicle license number to report.  (4) 

 
 

Architectural Control Committee Approvals 
 
None 
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This Monthôs Home Maintenance Checklist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chimney & Fireplace Cleaning ï Have a chimney sweep check and clean the chimney ï if 
you used the chimney during the winter. 

Furnace Humidifier Shutdown ï Drain and clean the humidifier water pan.  Turn off the 
water supply valve.  Work the float arm back and forth to dislodge crud and scrape off any 
mineral buildup. 

Air Conditioner & Heat Pump Spring Checkup ï Schedule your spring checkup.  Use a 
hose to spray debris off the outside compressor unit. 

Test Smoke Alarms & Carbon Monoxide Detectors ï We recommend that you replace 
smoke detector batteries and donôt wait for them to die.  Press test buttons on carbon 
monoxide detectors.  Open each unit and vacuum dust that could interfere with 
operation.  Carbon monoxide detector batteries are usually not replaceable by the user; 
replace the unit when indicated on the unit's instructions. Check the date on each 
alarm.  Most older smoke and carbon monoxide alarms should be replaced after seven 
years.  Replace them with alarms that are guaranteed for ten years. 
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Rules and Standards of Etiquette for Use of the Hickory Farms Email Service 

 
On March 16, 2016, the Board of Directors amended these rules and standards which 
were originally adopted in 2008. 

 
The Hickory Farms Board of Directors (ñBoardò) created the Hickory Farms email service 
("listserv").  
  
The Board has adopted the following rules and standards of etiquette for use of the listserv: 
  
1.  The purpose of the listserv is to encourage meaningful discussion of community-related 
topics among homeowners and residents.  Participation in the listserv is a privilege and not a 
right.  By subscribing to the listserv, participants agree to these rules and standards of 
etiquette as implemented and interpreted by the Board. 
  
2.  The listserv is the property of the Board.  The listserv is maintained, on behalf of the 
Board, by the volunteer Coordinator ("Coordinator"), who shall be one or more homeowners 
appointed by the Board.  The Coordinator agrees to execute the decisions and directions of 
the Board as they relate to the listserv.  The Board, by majority vote, may remove the 
Coordinator.  When the Coordinator is replaced, he or she is expected to transition to a 
replacement Coordinator in an orderly fashion. 
  
3.  The listserv is for use by Hickory Farms homeowners and residents.  Other individuals 
may be allowed to join, subject to the review of the Coordinator, provided that they supply 


